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death that cacurred cutside of the State of
Texas, not previocusly reglatered.%

The Texns Statutes ¢ with vital statistios are
found a3 Rules 34~& % 55-a, incluxzive, of Article (477 of Ver-
non's Annoteted Civil statutes of Texas, Soms ¢ these rules
have been amanded by House Rill Fo. 821, BEouse Bill No, 424 and

House Bill Wo. 974, respestively, of the Aots of the 47%h Legis~
lature, Regular Session, 1941,
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House Bill Xo. 974, supra, saong other things, pro-
vides:

wk ¢ . that any eitizen of the gtate of
Texas wis to file the reocord of any dirth
or death that coourred in Texas, not previously
reglsotered, may sudmit to the Frobate Court in
the County where sush birth or death osourred,
& reoord of such birth or death written on the
adopted forms of birth and death certiflestes;
and provided furthar that any olitizen of the
State of Texas wishing to r£ils the reoord of
any birth or death that cocourred ocutside of
the State of Texas, not weviously registered,
nay submit to the Probate Oourt in the County
shere he resided a reocrd of that dirth or
death written on the adopted formsz of birth
and death certifiocates., The ¢ertifieate shall
be substantiated by the affidavit of the medi-
gal attendant resent at ths time of the birth
or in case of dsath, the &ffidavit of the physi-
eian last in attendance upon the deceased, or
the undertaier whoe dburied the body. ¥hea the
arridavit of the medical attendant or underteker
cannot be secured, the ceartificate shall be mup~
DT e aomt e e T
a0
or death, at the time $he birth or death ocourred,
~ with a seoond affidavit of sors person who is
asqueinted with the facts surrounding ths dbirth

or &aath. and who 1s not related 40 the {pdividual
by 9lo0od or marriage. * * * .

House Bill No, 624, supra, Jrovides, in part:

nk & & that ey oitizen of the State o
Texas wishing to file the record of any birth or
death, not previously registered, may subnmi¢ ¢
the Probate Court in the ¢ounty where the dirth
or death ocourred, & reoord of that birth or
death written on the adopted forms of dbirth and
death certifiocates, The ocertificate shall ™
substantiated by the arfidayit of the medieel
attendant present at the time of the birth, or
in cagse of death, the affidavis of the physiciean
last in attendance upon the deceased, or the
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undartaker who buried the dody. When the
affidavit of the mediocal attendand or under-
taker cannot be seoured, the certifieate shall
be supported by the arrldnvit of sOme person
who was eoquainted with the fagts surrounding
the birth or death, at the time the bdirth or
death ooourred, with a second affidavis of
some person who is acquainted with the faots
surro the birth ar death, apd who s
not releated to the individual dy dlood or
marriage. The Probats Court shall rsquire
such other information or evidence as may be
deened neosssary to establish the oitizenship
of the individual filing the certifiocats,
ard the truthfulness of the statements xade
in that record. The Olexk of sald Qourt shall
forward the certificate to the State Bureau of
vital Statistios with an order from the Court
to the state Registrar that ths reocord de, or
be not, sccepted. The State Registrar is
authurlud to aoccept the certificats when
verified in the above manner, and shall iasus
osrtified copies of auch resurds as ol
for in Zegtion K1 of this ioct., IFrovided, how-
ever, that when application {s made, &s
vide& in this pu'aguw & fee of One DO
(1) shall De collec by the Frodbats Court,
ty (50) Cents of which shall be retained
b‘g‘thc OCourt, and pifty (00) Osats of which
11 be retained by the Clexk of the Gounty
Court for recording said birth or death certi-
ficate., Certified ocoplss of said birth or
death certifioate shall be issued dy either
the Qounty Clerk or the state Reglstrar and
fee for sald eertified copy s e rife
(50) Oents. Such ocertiried oopies shall be
prima facie evidenoce in all Courts and plases
of the faots stated thereon., NO othar eharge
shall be made for the iasuance of such delayed
oortifioates and ocertiried ooples thereof,
The State Bureau of vital Statistios shall
furnish the forms upon which such records are
riled, and no other form shall be used for
that purpose,

wThe fact that the gmeaent law relat to
the issuancse of delayed dirth or death cesrtiflcates
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does not stipulate the fees ¢0 he charged
and the feot that there is no uniformity of
feoes that sre oharged throughout the state,
ereats an emergency and an rative pudb-
1i¢ nesosaity that the Constitutional Ruls
requiring di1ls to be read on three several
dﬁl in each House shall be suspended, and
said Rule 45 heredy suspended, and that this
Act shall take effect and dbs in force from
and after its pasgage, and it is 80 ennotsd.®

In answesr %0 your first question, you are respectfu
advised that it is the opinion of this department that when any
oitixen of the State of Texas filesm & reoord of any birth or
death that oocourred in Texas, not previously registered, in oome-
pliance with the above mentioned Acts, a fes of One Dol Lar ;31.00)
shall be collested by the FProbate Court, Fifty Cents (fo.so of
which shall be retained by the Court, end rifty Cents (30.50) of.
which shall de retalineld by the Olexrk of the Jourt for rec
said birth or death certiricate., The Clerk of the Court 1s aue
thorized to issue certiried copies of said birth or death certi-
ficate end is entitled to & fee for said ocertified ¢ of Fifty
cents ($0.50). It will be noted that Houss Bill No. 024, suwxs,
spesifically mrovides ™o cother charge shall be made for the

:;moo ¢C such delayed oertiricetes and ocertified copies there-
P .

what was said with reference to your first question is

squally applicadle to your seocond question and tha sams is answered
4000 o '

Trusting that the foregolng fully answers your inquiry,

we are
Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GEZNERAL OF TEXAS
Ry (s) Ardell williams
Asgistant
AWiRS
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(s) Orover sSellers ' Opinicon Commities
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